interest in the acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS). This book is a compilation of the 19 papers presented at the First European Study Group on the "Epidemic of acquired immune deficiency syndrome and Kaposi's sarcoma (AIDS/KS)" held in Naples in June 1983 .
The majority of the papers describe clinical reports and laboratory research from the United States of America, but there are also reports from Europe, with papers from France, the United Kingdom, Denmark Spain and the Netherlands.
The first two papers describe the differences between classical, endemic and epidemic Kaposi's sarcoma. In other papers the epidemiology of AIDS is presented, and the associations with cytomegalovirus and the retrovirus HTLV are described. The Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Centre experience is presented in one paper, with a description of the incidence, aetiology and the diseases associated with AIDS. This book is Volume 24 of a series on Drugs and the Pharmaceutical Sciences edited by James Swarbrick. The series is intended to present the background and current areas of chemotherapeutic research to chemists and a high proportion of the chapters on the series appear to be written by chemists intimately concerned with the medical and biological topics discussed. The present volume is no exception. The introductory chapter by R.J. Spiegel very superficially outlines the "principles" of chemotherapy and immunotherapy. Several uncorrected errors give this chapter a scrappy image -chemists will no doubt be puzzled by "tetrahydrate folate reductase" and "DNA efforts"! By contrast, the highly informative chapter of Ruth Geran is a first class description of the NCI screening philosophy and method, -the best I A chapter on delivery methods including liposomal entrapment, drug targetting with mono and polyclonal antibodies and ricin and diptheria toxin-like materials would have stimulated the interest of chemists rather more than the undue emphasis on interferon even referred to in the title. In addition, a chapter on computer methods, receptor mapping etc. would have wetted the appetite of many other chemists. The last chapter on Interferon by Cane and Carter is a very readable summary of its present status. Two chapters on Interferon inducers could easily have been accommodated in one, giving way, perhaps, to one of the important missing subjects mentioned above or even to differentiation inducers and give chemists something to really get their teeth into.
Although individual chapters are of very high quality and excellent reading for chemists, the overall balance and coverage of this book as the only representative of this series devoted to anticancer drugs leaves much to be desired. For the good chapters, however, it is a worthy addition to a medical chemist's library. This multi-author volume presents a detailed overview of the production and potential applications of monclonal antibodies to human cancer associated antigens. Nine of its fourteen chapters deal with antibodies to individual tumour types. Throughout these emphasis the necessity to characterise biochemically the antigens identified by monoclonal antibodies. These and the remaining chapters deal also with the application of antibiodies, including immunohistology, diagnosis, tumour imaging and therapy. The depth of information, particularly on antibodies to each tumour type, makes this a book for the research worker rather than the reader generally interested in knowing what monoclonal antibodies and cancer are all about.
The book's final chapter allowed each author briefly to update developments since his main contribution was completed, and the necessity for its inclusion emphasises the rate of development in this field. This volume is well produced with a good index and reference lists, and some colour plates. I am sure it is a volume that anyone involved in monoclonal antibody work would wish to have to hand.
M.V. Pimm
The Another useful chapter is that by Walker and Hester on functional heterogeneity in macrophages. Other topics covered include macrophage cell lines, antibody-dependent cellular cytotoxicity, immunopotentiation by adjuvants, the role of macrophages in non-specific processes and complement components and receptors in macrophage function. Although this is a volume strictly for the immunologist there is much useful information of peripheral interest to the oncologist and I shall await the appearance of the remainder of the volumes in this series with interest.
S.E. Christmas
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